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A quest for the ultimate menu! R to L (Japanese Style). "The Joy of Rice" In this volume of

Oishinbo, Yamaoka and company look into the single most essential food in Japanese cuisine: rice.

Cultivated for millennia, a staple meal in itself and the basis of countless other dishes, rice is an

important component not only of the Japanese kitchen but also of Japanese culture. When

Yamaoka is asked by TMzai's head chef for help in coming up with a new rice dish, what starts out

as a simple culinary request rapidly grows into a disquisition into the past, present and future of

Japan's food culture. As part of the celebrations for its 100th anniversary, the publishers of the

TMzai News have commissioned the creation of the "Ultimate Menu," a model meal embodying the

pinnacle of Japanese cuisine. This all-important task has been entrusted to journalist Yamaoka

ShirM, an inveterate cynic who possesses no initiative--but also an incredibly refined palate and an

encyclopedic knowledge of food. Each volume of Oishinbo follows Yamaoka and his colleagues

through another adventure on their quest for the Ultimate Menu. Now, the highlights from the

hundred-plus volume series have been selected and compiled into A la Carte editions: bite-sized

chunks of story arranged by subject that add up to a full-course manga meal!
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The long running manga "Oishinbo" (which means "The Gourmet") is a popular best-selling manga

series published by Shogakukan which has been ongoing since 1983. The series have sold 1.2

million copies per volume annually and have sold more than 100 million volumes as of Jan.

2009.Written by Tetsu Kariya and art by Akira Hanasaki, the series has won multiple awards and



has had a successful anime TV series run from 1988 through 1992. And now the series is being

released in the United States from Viz Media through their Viz Signature. Because there have been

so many volumes, Viz has selected chapters from the popular manga and will separate each

volume release by cuisine topic.So, far the following manga been released: * Oishinbo A la Carte -

The making of food, beverages and utensils * Oishinbo - Sake * Oishinbo A la Carte - Ramen &

Gyoza * Oishinbo A la Carte - Fish, Sushi and Sashimi * Oishinbo A la Carte - Vegetables"Oishinbo"

revolves around the employees of the newspaper Tozai News with its employees commissioned to

create the "Ultimate Menu", a model meal that embodies the pinnacle of Japanese cuisine. Both

Shiro Yamaoka and Yuko Kurita are in charge of the project and throughout each chapter, the

series is broken down to several types of dishes or food related items and how each dish is

created.Meanwhile, his father, who Shiro has had an estranged relationship for years after his

mother's death, the world renown founder and director of prestigious Gourmet Club and Japanese

pottery creator, Kaibara Yuzan heads the "Supreme Menu" for a rival newspaper. So, both Shiro

and his father are known to butt heads many times.
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